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The Texas State Board of Education has announced the appointment of six people to a panel that will review new science curriculum standards in our state. 

Although three of them are recognized and accomplished Texas scientists, incredibly the other three are anti-evolutionists and two of those are out-of-state authors of an anti-evolution textbook, "Exploring Evolution," which could end up adopted as a text in Texas classrooms. 

Texas has a large list of distinguished scientists who could have ably served on this panel, but the ideological goals of the creationist members of the board are front and center. Here we go again.

A newspaper editor once said to me that one of evolution's public problems is that scientists don't do a good job of explaining it. I don't agree. They explain it well but do so in a text-length format that much of the public is unmotivated to endure.

The U.S. public now gets its evolution "education" predominantly from anti-evolution sound/print bites or by word of mouth. Take for example the mantras about the supposed problems that thermodynamics presents to evolution and the claimed absence of fossils with transitional features indicating shared ancestry. Physicists and paleontologists laid those claims to rest long ago, but it's like whistling in the wind before people who make no sincere effort to understand it.

The heart of this dispute is not the science in evolution. It has been pointed out elsewhere that there has been no need for a scientific article titled "new evidence for evolution" in the past 100 years. The reality of an evolutionary history of life was settled within mainstream biology and geology at least that long ago, and there remains no scientific debate. The evolution questions today involve details of pattern and process, indicative of an active and vibrant science. 

Rather, this dispute is one of ideology between science and certain religious viewpoints about a subject addressed in Scripture. You notice that we aren't sparring over the germ or atomic theories that are not directly addressed in the Bible. It is confusing and misleading to students in science class to single out biology and historical geology as uniquely discredited by a religious-based perspective.

The "strengths and weaknesses of scientific theories" language in the Texas school curriculum is an anti-evolution ploy and everyone knows it. 

Supplemental teaching aides, like the anti-evolutionary "Exploring Evolution" that present so-called weaknesses of evolution, would work their way into science classrooms. But in those classrooms you are unlikely to find other teaching aides that would present the abundant scientific refutation of the so-called "weaknesses" claims.

Current "strengths and weaknesses" is a way for students to hear fundamentalist religion's objections to evolution under the misleading guise of scientific discourse. There are clergy who know this and object. 

Christian ministers testified before the SBOE hearing in 2003 in favor of keeping Texas science classrooms involved in mainstream science. In effect, they argued for the science classroom to steer clear of religious interpretation - a role they preferred to handle in their ministries and homes. And as of Oct. 17, there were nationally 11,708 (539 from Texas) cleric signatures to the Christian Clergy Letter Project and 364 cleric signatures to the Jewish Clergy Letter Project.

Those letters support that the "theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth. To reject this truth or to treat it as one theory among others is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit such ignorance to our children." 

Mainstream science, including evolution, is that actually practiced by Texas scientists in the laboratory and field. The 21st Century Science Coalition has more than 800 signatures (including 406 Texas science faculty) to the statement: "the science community in Texas will accept nothing less than the best education for our kids. We will not allow politics and ideology to handicap the future of our children with a 19th century education in their 21st century classrooms."

It is time for Texas to embrace sound science education for the next generations of citizens who will carry the culture and science-based economy of our state into this new century.
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