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A big anniversary: Darwin turns 200
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Do science and religion overlap? Do they intersect anywhere along their respective paths? Can they be reconciled to one another? Do the faithful stand to gain from scientific discovery? Might scientists learn something from the realm of religious mystery? Should the two teams bother to attempt such interaction, or should they restrict themselves to their own domain?

These are perennial questions. Biologists and theologians are asking them with a particular intensity because Feb. 12 is the 200th anniversary of Charles Darwin's birthday, and this year marks the 150th anniversary of the publication of his world-changing book, "On the Origin of Species," which first appeared on Nov. 24, 1859. 

The occasion is celebrated locally, beginning tomorrow with "Evolution Sunday" at Circular Congregational Church and continuing with events each day of the week. Charleston is one of hundreds of communities worldwide acknowledging the anniversary with lectures and festivities. 

While all the events are designed to pay respect to the scientist and explorer who did more than any other man to further our understanding of how life on Earth develops, some of the lectures and discussions in Charleston are meant to explore the ways in which science and faith can coexist harmoniously, or at least respectfully. 

