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Can science and religion coexisit? Some Oklahoma churches say it is OK to believe in Darwin's theory of evolution
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As Charles Darwin’s 200th birthday looms, hundreds of congregations across the country are proclaiming that science and faith can coexist — even when the subject is the theory of evolution.
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Darwin Day, a celebration of the noted naturalist’s birthday, is Thursday. The following day begins Evolution Weekend, a time that some churches will use to further the idea that it is OK for Christians to believe in evolution.

The weekend is an offshoot of the Clergy Letter project started in 2004 by Michael Zimmerman, dean of Butler University’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Zimmerman said the clergy letter, which basically states religion and science should not be adversaries, has been signed by more than 11,000 Christian clergy who agree that "the theory of evolution is foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests.”

Several pastors in Oklahoma have signed the letter, including the Rev. Paul Ashby of Fellowship Congregational Church in Tulsa, the Rev. Chris Moore of Norman United Church of Christ and Robin Meyers, minister of Mayflower Congregational Church. They hope to offer messages about the coexistence of science and religion during the designated weekend.

Meyers said he signed the letter and embraces the concept of Evolution Weekend because it is a chance to stand against what he calls a "false choice” between belief in evolution and belief in God.

"There has always been this false dichotomy put before people — you either believed in evolution or you believed in God, but you couldn’t believe in both. It’s a choice that one does not need to make,” Meyers said.

Meanwhile, Clint Bishard, president of Jesus Created Ministries, a Tulsa-based creation ministry ( www.jesuscreated.org), said churches’ acceptance of evolution is a threat to Bible basics.

"It is the most critical foundational belief that is turning people away from the Bible,” Bishard said of Darwin’s still-controversial theory. "It’s a matter of us upholding the Bible.”

Bishard, who has degrees in mathematics and electrical engineering, said he makes it a priority to promote the biblical view of creation, and travels throughout the state making presentations to churches, homeschool groups and other organizations interested in evolution and creation.

"My motivation is one of concern and that I think it’s a travesty that evolution is presented as fact, and as a result, it is turning people away from Bible history.”

Moore, of Norman United Church of Christ, said he has always thought the worlds of science and faith "should not be antagonistic.”

He said that’s why he plans to preach a sermon on the issue on Evolution Weekend.

"As the church begins to grow into the 21st century, science and religion begin to grow closer and closer,” Moore said.

"I think it’s important to have these conversations.”

