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Genesis 1: 20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.


I set out for today, a goal, the goal of reconciling the long standing struggle between science and religion, something still going on in our community today. I found it impossible to settle this in a twenty minute sermon, so I need a little longer…

When I told Carrie this sermon was going to be longer, she asked, “To give people more time to walk out?”


I recognize that even though I think Darwin gave people of faith some great gifts, I know that’s not how everyone sees him.


Consider our own, Josephine Darwin.

Josephine’s husband, John, is a descendant of Darwin. She has to be really careful who she tells…one time in a store, a sales clerk asked her if she was a descendant of Darwin. When she said, “Yes”, the clerk started screaming at her in the store!

Her approach to others about her last name has since evolved, now when someone asks if she’s a descendent of Darwin, she says, “MY HUSBAND is.”

I understand this is a contentious point, so... let’s begin, and I ask, regardless of what you think of Darwin or of my sermon today, please don’t yell at Josephine.

Regardless of what you think, look, check it out for yourself. See what you see, not just about Darwin, but the Bible.


Here is my perspective, I’m not a scientist nor in any way an expert on science, but I like Darwin, I am a fan of Darwin, I have read some about Darwin and evolution theory, and for me, the more I read about it, stirs my soul into singing, “My God, How Great Thou Art!” That’s me.


I have received two gifts from Darwin, and I want to share them with you, and, like any gift, you can take it and do with it what you want…

On the bulletin cover is a picture of Darwin’s microscope…


Darwin’s Gift to me was a challenge to look…

That challenge comes in two parts… two parts which are in a quote in front of the bulletin which Darwin quotes in the front of The Origin of Species…

To conclude, therefore, let no man out of a weak conceit of sobriety, or an ill-applied moderation, think or maintain, that a man can search too far or be too well studied in the book of God's word, or in the book of God's works; divinity or philosophy; but rather let men endeavor an endless progress or proficience in both. The quote is from Francis Bacon in his book Advancement of Learning. 


Darwin begins with this challenge to look, to read, to study, to observe, to note, to wonder at both, the book of God’s word (the Bible) and the book of God’s works (the world), using Bacon’s terms.

Darwin challenges us to look… to observe… to think…


One of my favorite plays is Inherit the Wind which is on the trials in Tennessee… and on the stand, Matthew Harrison Brady, champion of faith without thinking, faith beyond questions… Henry Drummond, the lawyer confronts him in the trial, 
Mr. Brady, why do you deny the one thing that sets above the other animals? What other merit have we? The elephant is larger, the horse stronger and swifter, the butterfly more beautiful, the mosquito more prolific, even the sponge is more durable. Or does a sponge think? 
Brady replies, I don't know. I'm a man, not a sponge! 
Drummond asks, Do you think a sponge thinks? 
Brady: If the Lord wishes a sponge to think, it thinks! 
Drummond, Does a man have the same privilege as a sponge? 
Brady, Of course!

Drummond: [Gesturing towards the defendant, Bertram Cates] Then this man wishes to have the same privilege of a sponge, he wishes to think! 


For some of us, for the clerk who attacked Josephine for being married to a descendent of Darwin, thinking is bad.


Darwin’s challenge is to think, to look, to wonder, to ponder, to ask…

He wasn’t intentionally out to think differently than the common thought of the church or the people of the day, he just had questions, and he had the courage to try and answer them.


Before Darwin, there was Copernicus. Copernicus observed the night sky. Copernicus said that the earth is not the center of the universe, that the sun doesn't rotate around the earth. Towards the end of his life, he published his book, On the Revolution of Heavenly Bodies in 1540.


That wasn’t the commonly held belief. The belief was that the sun and the universe rotated around the earth. 

Theologically, the idea that the universe rotated around the earth, meant that people were important. Religious people have always liked having the answers.


Martin Luther wrote a paper against Copernicus denouncing his theory using the story of Joshua when the sun stood still so that Joshua could win the battle as his proof that Copernicus was wrong.


Sixty years after Copernicus, Galileo observed through the use of a telescope, that the moons around Jupiter revolved around the planet. This was the first proof of Copernicus's theory. So Galileo told everyone that the earth isn't the center of the universe, the earth is just another planet. 


Galileo was told several times by the church to hush his mouth. They put Galileo on trial. They asked Galileo if he believed the earth was not universe was infinite and if the earth revolved around the sun. To save his skin, he said "no" but someone on the side heard him say, "It really does."


Copernicus and Galileo challenged the commonly held view that the universe rotated around the earth, people of faith fought it, though I don’t think that today few if any would disagree.

Darwin had the same problem, does he listen to the church about the world or testify to what he saw, close his eyes or look?

One of the questions that stirred curiosity in Darwin was about animals, “Why are there different species on different places.” And more specifically, “Why do similar kinds of places not have the same animals?”


For example, Australia has kangaroos. Interesting animals, jumping, those cool pouches… then… across the world… there is Africa… parts of Africa have similar climate and landscape to kangaroos. In theory, kangaroos would thrive in Africa, but there are no kangaroos? Why?


The answer had been, “God did it. God made the kangaroos and put them in Australia but not in Africa.” Special creation plus special delivery.


Darwin challenged the view of the world as made complete by God. This is the view of the world as a pot and God as the potter.

In Genesis two, God makes man out of clay. Like Isaiah 64:“8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” Or the hymn, “Have Thine Own Way Lord,” “thou art the potter, I am the clay,” “Mold me and make me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still.”


This orientation toward the universe is that God made the universe, like a potter making a pot, so when he was done, it was complete, whole, good (as Genesis 1 says), for this view, good means perfect.


Darwin’s observation that animals changed over time was contrary to this view of God as potter and the world as his complete, formed, whole creation.


This theory of the pot, this idea that God made the world whole, as is, resists questioning… When you believe God made the world as it is, you stop looking, don’t buy a microscope, don’t want to know where things came from… why? Because you are sure they came from God. Any sign of formation calls that view into doubt.

The approach then is similar to my mothers. When I was a little boy I asked many questions, and many of them my mother could not answer. She would say, “There are some things we aren’t meant to know.”

“Will we ever find out?” I would ask.

“When we die and go to heaven.”

So the image of God in heaven is that when I get there, I can get answers, but not until then.

That’s what this God is the potter, we are  the clay version of the world does.


The Bible too. If you have a pottery view of the Bible, then you think it is complete as is… perfect… good means perfect… no holes. A pot with holes is useless.

That view makes it hard to read the Bible. Again, Darwin’s challenge using the Francis Bacon quote is to not think you can search too far or be too well studied in the book of God's word, or in the book of God's works;

Let me tell you a secret. One of the best kept secrets of Bible readers for centuries. Whereas Genesis one has the world created in six days, Genesis two gives a different time frame. Not six days but one day. Also a different order: not many people but two people. Not humans at the end after animals but man, animals then woman. Different. And the Bible is okay with it.


See for yourself. When the Bible editors put it together, they knew they were different. It wasn’t about how many days, what method God used, that the world was formed by God was enough…


But if your model is pottery, that seems like a hole, and we close our eyes. That’s the problem with the pot version of the Bible or the world, one challenge to a theory and the whole thing might crack.


See for yourself, two versions of creation. No surprise, we have four versions of the gospel.


(If it makes you uncomfortable, relax, stay with me, I have a better model.)


Darwin wasn’t out to disprove God, Genesis one or two, nor did he. He was curious. He felt, like Galileo and Copernicus before him, if God gave him a brain he had the responsibility to use it.


He was like Bill Nye the Science Guy… if you remember that show.


Darwin was curious and not afraid to ask questions. He had a different view than the world as pottery…

Darwin said, Maybe God didn’t plant the different animals across the world as much as maybe they grew there.

He wondered if perhaps there were kangaroos only in Australia because, perhaps the earliest ancestors of kangaroos grew in Australia but couldn’t cross the water.


Kangaroos couldn’t cross the sea, but it seemed like plants could, even though plants, like kangaroos, couldn’t fly. Cabbages in Australia were found on islands near Antartica.


Darwin did an experiment. He had his butler poor salt water in a tub and Darwin put all sorts of cabbages and seeds, radish seeds, water crest seeds.


Radish seeds 42 days floating. Water Crests floated 42 days plus formed, according to Darwin, “a wonderful quantity of mucus.” (You sense his love for the world when he can say a wonderful quantity of mucus.)


He noticed dried asparagus seeds stayed afloat for 85 days.


He took them out, planted the seeds, and they grew.


If an asparagus seed floats for 85 days covering 38m/day then they could cross 3230 miles across the sea and still grow. That’s how plants could spread and cross from continent to continent.

Darwin’s son Francis said, “Dead birds float. Feed a bird some seeds, shoot it, float it, after a month, they opened up the carcass, planted the seeds, and they grew.”

(What a dad!) (I do have the question of, if you have a dead bird in your bath tub for a month, where are you bathing?) Regardless, they found seeds as passengers can later grow.

What a wonderful curiosity… That’s Darwin’s gift… I’m not going to argue that seeds traveled or not, but my point is, if he had a pottery metaphor for the world, that it was made as is, then he would never have asked the question…


You don’t have to wait to get to heaven to get some answers.

Which leads us to the next metaphor besides a pot for the world, as western minds moved away from the pot as metaphor for the world, the replacement was the machine.


William Paley, a physician and a theologian, looked at the world and its complexity, and he had another a watch.


Paley gives this example: imagine you're walking down the beach and your foot hits a rock. You probably won’t wonder, "Where did that rock come from?" because you don’t expect an interesting answer to that question. Maybe it was always there. Maybe it fell from the sky. Who cares? 

But suppose you are walking on the beach and found a watch on the ground and then you asked where the watch had come from. Paley points out that it would not be satisfying to simply say it's always been there or it came there as an accident. And he uses this comparison to make a point.


Dr. Paley compared the watch to an eye noticing that a watch and the eye contain multitudes of parts that interact in complicated ways to do interesting things. The watch didn’t just happen, but was made, constructed, created by intelligent people for an intelligent purpose.


Similarly with the complex human body, it must have been made. Like a watch won’t appear on earth, so too couldn’t humanity just appear.

This is a wonderful argument. 


There have been a lot of people who have used this image of the world as a machine… and the idea is, you understand the driving energy, then you understand the machine. What powers the watch?

As far as humanity goes, Sigmund Freud said that if you want to understand people, it’s about sex. The libido, sex, and the desire for sex, is our driving energy. It all goes back to sex for Freud.
 
Frederick Nietzsche said that our primary drive is not sex but power.


Darwin, like Freud and Nietzsche, he had a fuel for behavior – the drive to survive.


We understand there are drives, sex, power, survival… but that’s not what has caused so much controversy.


Darwin observed that the eye, for example, didn’t just happen, but through fossils and other evidence, he pointed that the eye developed over time in animals. 

This is called Darwin’s dangerous idea… because what it means is, complex animals didn’t have to have God to grow complex… they just had to have time.


God wasn’t necessary to develop the eye.


That’s true, it is problematic, if you look at the world like a machine. Darwin didn’t. We shouldn’t. We should have another metaphor, one shared by Darwin, and Genesis chapter one, and Hindus, and Babylonians…

Cayla will bring in our model… tah, dah, it is Cayla!


We’ve had this clock for a long time. It hasn’t changed. It looks like a cat, but we have cats, and let me tell you, it is no cat.


The problem with the machine metaphor is that the world is not a machine, the world is alive.


The difference between the pot, the clock, and Cayla is this. She is alive.


The language the western people of faith has used has been machine language.


Who made the world?


Was it made in six days? Two days? A billion years? Billions of years? That is language Darwin wouldn’t have used.


Again, because Darwin wasn’t talking about a machine.


Cayla is two days from being fifteen years old. If she appeared this way, as a young lady, always two days from fifteen years old, you would say, “A miracle.”


But I have to tell you, her birth was just as much a miracle to me.

So is her growth.


If we live with the pot or machine metaphor for creation, then it is natural for a Western child to say, “How was I made?” “Who made me?” 


But really, isn’t that an unnatural question? She wasn’t made. The clock was made. 


For Darwin, to assume the universe was made was contrary to what he observed as assuming Cayla began at age 15. The universe was grown.


That’s not just Darwin’s model, it’s in Genesis.


Genesis 1: 20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.”

Notice, the waters bring forth life, God imparts life to the seas and they bring forth life.


Genesis 1: 24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”

The earth brings forth life. Life from life.


Genesis 1: And to people, God says, “Be fruitful and multiply.”


Life brings forth life. God’s design. God’s plan.



Genesis points to God. Life brings forth life.

They didn’t have a machine model for creation, the most complicated machine when this story was written was the cart… they understood life begats life.


So have the Hindus, the Babylonians, and many others. It’s not a new model, just a forgotten one.


The difference is significant. When you make something, you put it together: you assemble parts, or you carve an image out of wood or stone, working from the outside to the inside. 

When you use machine language and say God made the world, we imagine parts from the outside coming together to form the animals and the world, like a machine.


But when you watch something grow it works in an entirely different way. It does not assemble its parts it expands from within and gradually complicates itself, expanding outwards, like a bud blossoming or a seed turning into a plant. 


Like Cayla. Like the world.

Cayla is alive. I am alive. Her mother is alive. The life in us helped form Cayla. She wasn’t built. Life within growing outward.


She is, in the words of Genesis 1, created good… because she is perfect? No. Because she is alive. And with this life comes choices, choices she will make that will change her life. Pots don’t change. Life changes. People change. 


Good, for pots is perfect.


Good for machines, mean they work.


Good for us, for the earth, it means we are alive… we choose… we grow… we adapt.


If you want to understand her, you can’t take her apart like a machine, you have to live with her.

That was Darwin’s approach.


When Darwin looked at the world, he didn’t see a machine, not a machine with lifeless energy, but he saw life, he was fascinated by life, he studied life. What do alive things do? How do alive things grow? How does life spread?


Darwin’s view of the world wasn’t a completed pot, or a machine, but something alive.


Not the pot. Not the machine. The tree. He took a tree and drew out the origin of the species. We aren’t just put here, we grow here.

A tree is alive.


We see an orange tree and call it an orange tree because it oranges. We see a pear tree and call it a pear tree because it pears. We see a persimmon tree… The life comes from the life within the tree.


That’s what the universe does, it peoples. It lions. It tigers. It bears. Oh my. And it peoples. 

Life comes from life. And that life comes from God, giver of life.


I want to close with an example from Darwin’s life to show the effect this love of life with a sense of curiosity can have.


Towards the end of his life, Darwin was suffering from a degenerative heart disease, but still working.


A shoe salesman, walking in the woods, saw a water beetle with a clam attached. So maybe clams could fly from pond to pond attached to water beetle which could swim and fly. He could have used this beetle as proof. W.D. Crick “Dear Mr. Crick, as the wretched beetle is barely alive I put it in a beetle with chopped laurel leaves.” He knew the aroma from the leaves would help ease the death of the beetle.


Darwin showed both a curiosity about life and a love for life in the beetle, and guess what, W.D. Crick, the shoe salesman learned from him. 


Darwin loved life. The love and wonder about life spread.


He loved life and wanted to learn all he could. The reason I know is not because of the shoe salesman but his grandson. Darwin’s pen pal must have taught his children this love of life and study all they could, because his grandson was Francis Crick. Francis Crick was the co discoverer of the structure of DNA with James Watson, deciphered the structure and code of DNA.  


This discovery of DNA came out of a love of life and the courage to look at it, examine it, question it that his grandfather had and that Darwin had. What a gift to the world, especially to people of faith.


It came from a love of life, and a willingness to study it…


That’s why we are here, to praise God for the life we have been given. And to live it fully, looking, learning, seeking, growing, changing, evolving, becoming, more and more in the image of God as we were created, life from life. Thanks be to God.
O Lord my God, 

When we in awesome wonder 

Consider all 

The works Thy Hand hath made, 

We see the stars, 

We hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow'r throughout 

The universe displayed; 

When through the woods 

And forest glades we wander 

We hear the birds 

Sing sweetly in the trees; 

When we look down 

From lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook 

And feel the gentle breeze; 

Then sings our souls, 

Our Saviour God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art! 

How great Thou art! 

Then sings our souls, 

Our Saviour God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art! 

How great Thou art! 
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