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Theme:  Rather than evolution being seen as a threat to the existence of God, it is indeed a strong affirmation of God’s life force flowing through creation.

We are currently engaged in a sermon series that is affirming science and religion as two realities, each reflecting the glory of God. Each uses its own set of languages, its own set of core values and each is its most authentic form acknowledges that its insights have limitations – that there is a great deal more beyond our awareness. In this post-modern age, we do well to move beyond the antagonism that too often has existed between science and religion and affirm the ways in which they each help us find fulfillment in our lives.

We begin with the words from Psalm 19 – a creation psalm.


The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his 

handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard.

Who of us in Colorado has not stood under the canopy of a brilliantly clear night sky and experienced the truth of “the heavens telling of the glory of God”? Who of us have not walked in a mountain meadow and not experience the evidence of God’s handiwork?  When we are attuned to the earth and the cycles of life, do we not experience the sacredness of God’s presence?

It is the reading of Ecclesiastes that indeed reminds us of the cycles of life. “For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.” Nothing is frozen in time. Everything is always moving, always changing, always in process. 

I think, as well, the words that are used in our baptisms as the water is consecrated, words from the first verses of Genesis, “And God’s Spirit passed over the surface of the waters and brought forth light and life.”

Many might declare that given the words of Psalm 19, the words of Ecclesiastes, the words of the Genesis, is it not self-evident that the scriptures contradict science? Sadly, how often are scriptures used as a tool to combat science!  The words of scripture evoke powerful images that speak to our soul. They are words of poetry, of metaphor that speak to an unmistaken reality of God. They are not words to be used in the context of science. Any more than the words of science are meant to replace the soulful values of religion.

The bottom line is this: as a Christian pastor who believes passionately in the Word of God which comes to us through scripture, I am without hesitation able to embrace the words of science that give us meaningful insight into the geological age of this planet and meaningful insight into the formation of life as we know it. Truly, the Word of God speaks both languages.

Now let’s shift over to the science side of this equation.


In 1953, Stanley Miller, a graduate student at the University of Chicago, took two

flasks – one containing a little water to represent a primeval ocean, the other holding a mixture of methane, ammonia, and hydrogen sulphide gases to represent Earth’s early atmosphere – connected them with rubber tubes, and introduced some electrical sparks as a stand-in for lighting. After a few days, the water in the flasks had turned green and yellow in a hearty broth of amino acids, fatty acids, sugars, and other organic compounds.  “If God didn’t do it this way,” observed Miller’s delighted supervisor, the Nobel laureate Harold Urey, “[God] missed a good bet.” [Bill Bryson, A Short History of Nearly Everything,     p.287]

So just how did life first appear on this planet?  One of the earliest thoughts was that of spontaneous generation.  Perhaps one of the great minds of the ancient world, whose systems of logic and philosophical observation still have influence on us to this day, is that of Aristotle.  Aristotle stated that it was a readily observable truth that aphids arise from dew, fleas from putrid matter, and mice from dirty hay.  Opps, we cannot always be right.  Spontaneous generation was the historic notion that complex, living organisms were generated by decaying organic substance. For instance, one could put hay, mixed with horse manure in a corner and in a few days mice would appear.  There are times when I look at my desk that I wonder if a version of spontaneous generation does indeed work.  There are times, when I could swear my piles of paper have grown larger & deeper over night!

One of the great criticisms of evolution is the notion that somehow all of this formation stuff occurred as the result of accidents.  Similar to the image of a 100 monkeys sitting at computer keyboards and randomly hitting the keys. If given enough time, could they produce a novel by accident. The answer simply is no.  Randomness, even for a very long time, defies any concept that life would somehow just appear.

Dr. Paul Davies is a theoretical physicist, cosmologist, and astrobiologist [a new field of research that seeks to understand the origin and evolution of life, including search for life beyond the Earth].  In a recent documentary [YouTube.Internet, “Scientists scratch their heads”, November 2006] he states that the laws of physic are just right for the conditions for life.  Change any one of the conditions even a few degrees in either direction and life would simply cease.  As a cosmologist and an astrobiologist, Dr. Davies has come to the conclusion that it seems inescapable that life as we know it has been designed. Even though he himself does not acknowledge that God is the source of this design, he does say “even with the scientific theories, one ends up having to have faith is something from which to build a system of existence.”  He closes with what we would recognize as a very religious position. He says that he is on a search for the meaning and purpose of the Universe.

To embrace the belief that the simple forms of primordial life sought out greater complexity and that these complex forms of life sought out even greater complexity until one has life form building upon life form is not a contradiction to the creative spirit of God. It is rather an affirmation that this is how God chose to create – that the creative spirit of God has moved throughout history in the formation of this world and in the formation of every life within it. This then raises a fascinating question: Is God’s creative spirit still moving through the world and through human formation. Was it God’s Spirit that nudged humanity from the Medieval Age into the Modern Age and now has nudged us into this that we are calling, for lack of a better term, post-Modern Age? Evolution is not about randomness. And for those of us who are people of faith, we can boldly affirm that evolution reflects the flow of God’s creative Spirit.

Let us now turn to the dominant theory of evolution that usually finds itself in the middle of the battle with the so-called Religious Creationists.  Darwin’s Origin of Species was written in 1859. His premise was that evolution was driven through natural selection. This often gets interpreted as the survival of the fittest, which conjures up images of life groups fighting each other for the privilege of survival. And certainly, humanity has proven its propensity for violence. More people dying by violence in the 20th Century than at any other point in human history.  In fact, in this the 21st Century, perhaps our very survival will depend on us moving away from violence, violence towards each other and violence towards this planet earth – our only home.  Indeed, the better way to understand Darwin’s theory is not survival of the fitness but survival through adaptability. Are we, through whom God’s creative spirit flows, able to adapt?  Or are we so rigid and defensive regarding the ways that we have lived that it takes the threat of extinction before we are willing to change?

Teilhard de Chardin[d.1955], a Catholic Jesuit priest and paleontologist, in The Phenomenon of Man wrote “The consciousness of each of us is evolution looking at itself and reflecting upon itself…[Humanity] is not the center of the universe as once we though in our simplicity, but something much more wonderful – the arrow pointing the way to the final unification of the world in terms of life.[Humanity] alone constitutes the last-born, the freshest, the most complicated, the most subtle of all the successive layers of life.” [p.221& 222] 

Evolution, Teilhard assured us, is not complete. The physical form of humanity is essentially complete. That which is now occurring is “evolution becoming conscious of itself, thus giving birth to a new stage of formation called Noogenesis – that is a united planetary consciousness.

Perhaps this is our challenge that through the creative spirit of God, we are being led into an awareness of a radical unity with our human brothers and sisters world wide, a radical unity with the earth itself, which he called the Divine Milieu.  Is there any real hope for a real planetary consciousness in the third millennium? According to Teilhard, the answer is Yes. Not only yes, but it is our destiny.

I close with this prayer of Father Cardin:  Lord, we know and feel that you are everywhere around us; but it seems that there is a veil before our eyes. Let the light of your countenance shine upon us in its fullness. May your deep brilliance light up the innermost part of the [shadows] in which we move. And, to that end, send us your Spirit, whose flaming action alone can operate the birth and achievement of the great transformation which sums up all inward perfection and towards the unity for which your creation yearns. [The Divine Milieu,  p.132]
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