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Rabbi Arthur Steinberg will deliver his Evolution Weekend sermon at Temple Sinai in Portsmouth today. (Bill Tiernan | The Virginian-Pilot) 
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PORTSMOUTH

Science and faith are poised to come together in a nationwide stand this weekend.

"I'll speak about how science and religion can live in harmony," said Rabbi Arthur Steinberg of his Evolution Weekend sermon at Temple Sinai today. "I think they are perfectly compatible."

Evolution Weekend is a collaboration by clergy who challenge the notion that religion and science - especially the theory of evolution - are incompatible.

The weekend's sermons and programs are timed to fall near the Feb. 12 birth date of Charles Darwin, a 19th-century naturalist known for his theory of evolution through natural selection.

Steinberg is among more than 11,000 clergy, including 322 in Virginia, listed as signers of The Clergy Letter.

The letter is a public statement that declares that "timeless truths of the Bible and the discoveries of modern science may comfortably coexist." Biologist Michael Zimmerman, a dean at Butler University in Indiana, said he created the letter to counter conservative clergy who say evolutionary theory isn't compatible with biblical accounts of creation.

About a dozen Hampton Roads clergy have signed the letter, including the Rev. Ruth M. Burgess at Broad Street United Methodist Church in Portsmouth.

In an e-mail, Burgess said she worried that teens could "latch on to very simplistic religious viewpoints that give them an excuse to dismiss science as being 'anti-faith.' "

Burgess said she expected to touch on the science/faith debate in future sermons, though not this weekend.

A 2007 Gallup poll showed that about half of Americans believe in evolution while half did not.

The debate crept into the presidential campaign last May when three Republican candidates - U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee and U.S. Rep. Tom Tancredo - said they did not believe in evolution.

Steinberg said his Reform Judaism tradition gives liberal latitude for interpreting scripture.

"I don't see the Bible as a scientific journal. I see it more as moral teachings," he said. "I don't believe that the purpose of Jewish scripture is to be a science textbook."

Steven G. Vegh,               (757) 446-2417       , steven.vegh@pilotonline.com






_1264156556.unknown

