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Sermon Guide

By Jon Cleland-Host
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Midland, Midland, MI
  
There are over 200 sermons or messages on evolution here– more than you have time to read.  Though they are very good, they are also different from each other, so here is a brief guide.  

For many ministers, much of their congregation is struggling with the issue that accepting the fact of evolution drives out faith or contradicts the Bible.  Over 80% of the sermons below address that issue or explain why creationism/Intelligent Design is incorrect.  If you are looking for sermon ideas about that, a good approach would be too look for sermons/messages from your faith tradition for ideas.  Some novel ideas found here include the use of a well-prepared Darwin reenacter (Brendan Hadash) and an engaging conversation sermon format (Casey vanderBent).  Also, most of the other articles and resources on this website show that a belief in God and an understanding of evolution are fully compatible.  

However, if a significant portion of your congregation is past that issue and wouldn’t benefit much from hearing it again, then you have the opportunity to delve into a wide range of richer topics on evolution.  Historical reviews and sometimes Darwin’s own life are covered in sermons by Kathryn Schreiber, Mary DeWolf, Jan Carlsson-Bull, Jeremy Rutledge and Cal Frye.  The divine wonder and awe inspired by our full evolutionary history is conveyed well in sermons by Rex Hunt (2006), Paul Sprecher (2008), George Fisher, Jon Cleland-Host, Paul Kottke, Megan Hoffman, John Gibbons, and Gary Kowalski.  Using evolution to understand our own minds is covered in sermons by David Cobb, Ledyard Baxter and Diane Teichert.  

Lastly, Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow have a wealth of great sermons on those last two topics as well as the impact of understanding evolution on our view of death, our stardust origins, and more.  These are grouped into “Christian Sermons” (at http://www.thegreatstory.org/Christian.html), “Unitarian Universalist Sermons” (at http://www.thegreatstory.org/UU.html), and Unity/New Thought Sermons (at http://www.thegreatstory.org/Unity.html).  On all three of these websites, page down about halfway for the audio/video clips of the sermons.  


