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SERMON TITLE:
“Created by God”
PREACHER:

Rev. Kim James

SERMON TEXT:
Genesis 1:1-2:3

OCCASION:

February 15, 2009, at Wesley UMC  (200th anniversary of 

Darwin’s birthday)

INTRODUCTION

A zookeeper came across an orangutan reading two books.  One was the Bible; the other was Darwin’s Origin of Species.  “Why are you reading such opposite books?” the zookeeper asked.  Replied the orangutan, “Well, I’m trying to figure out if I’m supposed to be my brother’s keeper or my keeper’s brother.”  

You might have heard that this past Thursday marked not only the 200th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln but also the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles’ Darwin.  And, of course, any talk about Darwin stirs up the old controversies between those who espouse creationism or intelligent design and those who believe the fossil and DNA record proves that life was formed through evolution.  
A few days ago, I spoke with the man in charge of science education for Pueblo City Schools, and he told me there hasn’t been much of a battle over these matters in our local district.  But, because in some places, “evolution” is a fighting word, I’d like to talk to you today about the relationship of science and religion.  What should Christians think about Darwin’s theory about the Origin of Species?  Does such science negate Christian faith?  How can we live in the scientific age of 2009 and still believe that we are created by God?

I.  SCRIPTURE 

As Christians, we begin our search for truth in the holy scriptures.  There, we read in Genesis 1, that God created the heavens and earth, plants, animals, and humans.  This first creation account tells us that God did all this in six days, leaving a seventh day for God to rest.  Fundamentalist Christians who read the Bible literally believe that God did exactly that—created everything in six 24-hour days.  Of course, such literalistic interpretation is problematic, not only for evolution, but for a proper understanding of the Bible.

Bible scholars know that the 66 books of the Bible are made up of many different kinds of literature.  Some of it is meant to convey historical details, and is written like a historical account.  But much of the Bible is written in poetic form, and uses rich imagery, allegory, parable, and hyperbole.  Those many writers of old who contributed to the poetic scriptures would never have dreamed that Christians today would try to read their words as exact statements of scientific fact.  

Let me show you a little bit of what I mean.  One of the things we know about Hebrew poetry is that it was highly repetitive.  The writer would say something one way, and then in a second line would say it just slightly differently.  If you look back at our call to worship from Psalms 24 and 19, you can see this easily:


The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it—


The world, and those who live in it.



For God has founded it on the seas,



and established it on the rivers.




The heavens are telling the glory of God;




And the skies proclaim God’s handiwork.

Do you see the parallelism between lines 1 & 2, lines 3 & 4, and lines 5 & 6?  
Now, look at this chart1 up on the screen that pertains to the creation story in Genesis chapter one:
	Day 1—Light                             (
	Day 4—Sun, moon, and stars

	Day 2—Sea and sky                  (
	Day 5—Sea and sky dwellers

	Day 3—Land and vegetation     (
	Day 6—Land dwellers


Do you see the parallelism between day 1 and day 4, between day 2 and day 5, between day 3 and day 6?  Do you see how this creation story is written as Hebrew poetry?  Genesis chapter one wasn’t written for the purpose of telling scientific fact or even history.  It was a poetic expression of faith, that God is the creator of everything and that everything God created is good.

When trying to understand Genesis chapter one, you should also should recognize that there is a second account of creation in Genesis chapter two.  Here’s a little joke to help you remember it:

Adam is moping around in the Garden of Eden.  So God asks him, “What’s wrong, Adam?”  Adam responds, “I’m lonely.  There’s no one to talk to.”  So God says, “I will give you a companion, Adam.  I will give you a woman.  She will cook for you.  She will wash your clothes.  She will always agree with every decision you make.  She will bear your children and never ask you to get up in the middle of the night to take care of them.  She will not nag.  She will always admit she’s wrong in every argument.  She will never have a headache.  And she will always freely give love and compassion.”


Adam queries, “Wow, God!  What will a woman like that cost?”  God replies, “It’ll cost you an arm and a leg.”  Adam says, “What can I get for a rib?”  

Just like we have different ways of communicating truth, so did the biblical writers.  Sometimes they used historical accounts, sometimes they used poetry, and sometimes they used stories that were kind of funny.  Whatever their literary style, what they always wanted to convey was their belief that we are sustained and created by God.  
II.  EVOLUTION


When we interpret scripture in this way, we open our minds to the possibility that God might have used evolution as the means of creation.  Since most of us aren’t all that scientifically oriented, let’s review for a minute some of the theories about nature that are accepted by most scientists today as the best explanations2 we currently have:
· At or near the beginning of time, the universe was created with an intense blast that initiated everything else.  You’ve probably heard this called the “Big Bang Theory.”  
· Scientists think that the Big Bang happened about 13 billion years ago, and that our earth is approximately 4.5 billion years old.  That very long amount of time gives ample opportunity for the evolution of life forms that existed in the past and today.

· Gravity, electromagnetism, strong nuclear forces, and weak nuclear forces all have to be exactly as they are for human life to exist.  If anything had happened differently in the universe’s 13 billion-year development, we would not be here today.

· Scientists believe that all earthly life and minerals are made up of the same basic ingredients.  We all come out of the same primordial soup.  That’s why chimpanzee and human DNA have shown a 98% match, and our human genes even match earthworms at 50%.
· Scientists believe that a certain amount of chance and randomness is required for evolution to gradually produce the wide variety of species that have lived on earth.

· Those variations which are best suited for survival then reproduce, giving way for the next generations of species.  This survival is known as natural selection.
III.  FAITH AND SCIENCE TOGETHER

You may well wonder why I’m telling you this stuff.  I’m telling you because I want you to believe that it is possible to have Christian faith and accept the scientific theories that are current in our world today.  Until scientists come up with something better, these are the best ways of understanding the biological, chemical, and astrophysical realities in which we live.  Just as the Bible reveals many things to us about God’s nature, so does the world around us.  If we Christians cut ourselves off from these scientific theories of nature, our understanding of God is diminished.  In the face of evolutionary evidence, some people think they have to give up their Christian faith altogether.  But if we can open our minds to accept all truth as God’s truth, then our faith can become much more relevant to ourselves and other people.
When we Christians deny what biologists and chemists take for granted, there becomes a disconnect between faith and science.  We all stop talking to each other.  And that is unhealthy for everyone.  Think about what happened just recently in California in the case of the woman who gave birth to octuplets.  That story of an unwed, unemployed mother who already had six small children has led to quite a talking frenzy in our country.  The ethics of fertilization treatments that led to such a burden on the other siblings, a grandmother, a hospital, and society at large are certainly in question.  
The debate over the past couple of weeks seems to indicate that most people agree that just because something is medically or scientifically possible doesn’t necessarily mean it is right.  Scientific advancements have contributed much to the quality of our lives, but science alone leaves many important questions unanswered—questions which have to be informed by psychology, sociology, theology, and even faith.

Doctors and scientists can’t just bury their heads in test tubes, thus abdicating their moral responsibilities.  And people of faith can’t just bury our heads in a literal view of the Bible, thus abdicating our responsibility to engage in scientific debates.  We have to talk about the processes of how creation happens and why.  We have to be able to have the conversations that will allow us to decide our ethics individually and as a society.  Yes, we are created by God, but we are created to be co-creators, and we need to think very carefully about what that means. 
CONCLUSION

Most of you have probably seen the movie The Lion King.  In that movie there is a moment when three little characters—a meerkat, a warthog, and the little lion cub—are lying out under the big night sky, star gazing.  Pumbaa, the warthog, asks his friends, “Ever wonder what those sparkly dots are up there?”  Timon, the meerkat, brags, “I don’t wonder; I know.  They are fireflies.  Fireflies that, uh, got stuck up in that . . . uh. . . big . . . uh bluish black thing.”  Then Pumbaa replies, “Gee, I always thought they were balls of gas burning billions of miles away.”  And the little lion [Simba] believes those sparkly lights are former lion kings who have gone before him and now watch over him.

Three ways of knowing:  Pumbaa possesses the scientific knowledge that describes the physical reality, as best as science has been able to describe it.  Timon has the [descriptiveness] of artists and poets.  And Simba, the Lion King, has the truth of faith, a deeper knowing that speaks to a spiritual reality.3

I guess I’m probably biased a little in thinking that faith has the best knowledge.  But really, aren’t we all better off when we bring science and poetry and faith together and get the best of all the perspectives?  There is no reason for disputes or loss of faith.  Evolution is good science that helps us understand that, yes, by all means, we are created by God.
_________________


1Daniel M. Harrell, Nature’s Witness: How Evolution Can Inspire Faith (Abingdon Press:  Nashville, 2008), p. 85.

2The bulleted ideas that follow come from Harrell, pp. 26-37.


3Judith Gooch, “It Isn’t Perfect Yet,” January 8, 2006, as found at http://www.butler.edu/clergyproject/Resources/Res_Sermons.htm
