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We are now observing “evolution weekend,” which for us means evolution Shabbat.  Around the country, perhaps a thousand synagogues and churches are using this weekend to teach – we need not choose between religion and science.  They are compatible.  Darwin and God teach the same lessons.
I imagine a sci fi story, with the attorney from the Scopes monkey trial, Clarence Darrow.  Many of us picture him as Spencer Tracey, the actor who portrayed Darrow in the movie, Inherit the Wind.   He travels from the 1920’s to today, and lands in the museum of creation science, a $27 million dollar project to teach creationism, which also has a new name, “intelligent design.”  Darrow exclaims, “What happened?  I thought we put this issue to bed almost a century ago?”  Then, Darrow hears three candidates, for the Republican Party nomination for President, declare that they do not believe in evolution.  Finally, Darrow transports to the meeting of a school board in a small county in North Carolina.  
He hears them pass a resolution, requiring that each time a teacher mentions evolution, that teacher must balance that comment with one about intelligent design.  
Darrow, the brilliant, pugnacious attorney, stands silently, speechless, before the astounding stubbornness of human narrow mindedness.

How can you and I move beyond our astonishment about the power of the movement to force intelligent design onto our teachers and students?  I suggest that arguing science and even arguing the Biblical text are not our most effective responses.  We can condemn the creationist interpretation of Genesis as narrow, even distorted.  That may be accurate, but that’s basically name-calling.  We might even argue that, on the level of p’shat, the first reading or “literal” reading or surface interpretation, our Torah is fully compatible with the scientifically theory of evolution.  That may be convincing for many of us, but I suggest it’s not our most effective way of arguing.  The creationists could respond that our interpretation is the wrong one, and that would reduce the argument to dueling commentaries on the Bible.  
Instead, we might look to what underlies the creationist position.  Once we understand the emotions, the needs, which drive them to what may seem absurd to us, then we can more effectively address our real audience.
Our real audience is not the creationists.  We may never convince them.  Our real target audience is those in the middle, those who find the creationists appealing, but are not yet convinced.  We have to speak to the undecided.
What underlies creationism is fear, specifically fear of change.  Our Jewish tradition teaches that change is natural, a defining characteristic of life.  We should embrace change.  On occasion, we may want to deny it exists, but that does not stop the reality of constant change.  All nature processes are dynamic.  In a few minutes, I’ll talk about how Jews embrace change, but first, we look at how the creationists try to deny it.  Creationists are afraid, to the level of terrified, about the way they see the world moving.  So, they want to get off.  They seek a foundation, a solid reliable base for living, in a world which feels as if all the carpets have been pulled out from under us.  
From their emotional view, which is not outrageous, we have lost our foundations of a loving family, a friendly and safe neighborhood, and a stable job for life.  We can no longer trust our co-workers, our neighbors, even our own kids, or our own parents.  Especially, we can’t trust politicians.  Well, we never could trust them.  We can no longer trust our doctors, our pharmacists, our stock brokers, and our lawyers.  Okay, so we never could trust lawyers, especially those who become Rabbis.  Overall, each day feels shaky, frightening, and so the creationists look to something solid, a world without change, without evolution.  
Consider a current medical problem.  We now fear infections, which have become resistant to antibiotics.  Most of us understand that the staff and other resistant strains are the result of evolution, of mutations of bacteria, which naturally select to produce ones resistant to our most powerful drugs.  Creationists don’t see this as evolution, as a scientific process, which requires a scientific response.  They see it as terrifying.  They want, they yearn for, some old time medicine, when our old family doctor, that grey haired man, always knew what to do.  
Their yearning for old time medicine is intimately tied to a yearning for old time religion.  They envision a nostalgic fantasy, the world of 1950’s television, where men were men and women knew their place.  They crave a world, where America is always right, and everyone else knows it.  With such powerful emotional needs, they can easily deny the realities of our world and the realities of science.
If we want to speak to the undecided, we must address not only science and the Bible.  We must address their fears, their very real and understandable fears of change.  If we ignore those fears, then our sophisticated science and our sophisticated Biblical analysis will fall on deaf ears.  Addressing fears is not easy, especially when almost all of us share many of the fears.  FDR was right.  “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  Our prophets said it differently.  They taught that if we fear God, and only God, then we need not fear any other aspect of existence.  They did not mean the low levels of fear, not touching hot flames, fears, which we all need to survive.  Our prophets, like Roosevelt, were describing those overwhelming levels of fear, which paralyze us, which keep us from thinking straight.  
If we fear God, then we need not have that level of fear towards other people and not fear changes in our society, not even basic changes.  Change can be accepted as natural, a process to which we naturally adapt.  If we don’t like the way our adaptations are heading, we apply our intellect, and our moral sense, and we change our direction toward a better adaptation.
Consider one core teaching about change in our tradition, our understanding of repentance, the lead subject for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  Rabbi and Talmudic scholar Adin Steinsaltz teaches us that repentance is not simply a good way to respond to our mistakes.  Repentance, in Hebrew, teshuvah, is our primary response to change.  
We start not by recognizing our sins, what we have done wrong.  We start by recognizing what we might do right, by our potential to improve our lives and our world, to make them into paradise.  Starting with our potential shifts our focus away from just what’s wrong towards what might be right.  
Then, we look at our sins.  We go through the familiar steps of teshuvah, of repentance.  We seek to understand what we did wrong.  We confess.  We apologize and try to redress any injury we may have caused.  Finally, we commit to do it right, the next time we face a similar situation.  At the end, what we achieve is a new balance, a new sense of having restored the missing harmony in our lives.  
Yet, once we reach that level, we then realize how much higher we can move, how much better we can make our lives and our world.  So, start the process of teshuvah over, recognizing our potential, accepting the gap between what we could be and what we are, and then taking steps to close that gap.  

This process, of teshuvah, is not just for the High Holidays.  We should pursue it, every day, every moment.  If we do, then change feels more natural.  If we do, then our fears of the constant shifting trends in our society will become less and less frightening.  If we do, then we will become more secure, and that will equip us to deal with the fear mongering arguments of the creationists.  
That sense of security will enable us to formulate and to articulate our response, our way to speak to the undecided about evolution and creationism, or intelligent design.
I do not purport, tonight, to lay out talking points, a list of comments to use in response to creationists.  We still need to understand the science of evolution.  We still need to understand how to interpret our Bible.  My goal was to show the urgency of addressing our fears, so we can address the fears which underlie the appeal of creationism.  When we focus on our fears, then we will not be as amazed, as the time traveling Clarence Darrow might have been, that this fantasy world of intelligent design remains appealing.  We will likely be addressing this issue, over and over, for a long, long time.  Still, if we understand the role of fear, then each time we address it, we will be effective advocates for the compatibility of science and religion.

Shabbat shalom.
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