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There is the world of religion and the world of science.  Perhaps you are a person who believes religion and the science of evolution are 

1.  2 worlds in conflict

2.  2 separate worlds but equal (separate but equal)

3.  The two worlds do lunch (they talk BUT)

4.  The two worlds are integrated 

1.  Last week a TV minister saw the worlds in conflict stating; “Evolution is a cover up for atheism” Answer to TV minister:  True there are persons who are both evolutionist and atheist but there are also persons who are evolutionist and Christians.  Both Christian and evolutionist is Francis Collins is a geneticist of high regard; He is head of the Human Genome Project.  He has done groundbreaking work in a field that practices the information gained from Darwin’s evolution theory. 

No serious biologist doubts the theory of evolution to explain the marvelous complexity and diversity of life.

Darwin called himself a Theist.  Saying: “ I am compelled to look to a first Cause having an intelligent mind in some degree analogous to that of man, and I therefore deserve to be called a Theist.”  

I attended OBU, which taught evolution as mutation, adaptation and natural selection.  Evolution was a theory that explained the nature and history of the natural world.

2. The Separate but Equal viewpoint suggests that science deals with the real world and religion the spiritual world.  This view can evolve into positions that 

Science has no responsibility to be moral 

And religion has no responsibility to think

Keeping the two disciplines separate is not healthy for our future.  

3.  Dialogue:  polite but neither side is invited to change.

Tolerance without taking the discipline of science or evolution as serious and allowing its findings to push me to revise my own views can set back the process of religion.  This is exactly what happened with Galileo in 1633.  Galileo looked into his telescope and was is awe and humbled to see that the earth was not the center of the universe.  Humbled to see the depth of space. AND  

He loved God, the church, and his new discovery the telescope.  What he saw through his telescope was not in harmony with the teachings of the church. One friar insisted, “Geometry is of the devil”.  Many Jesuit priest accepted his discoveries.    Church held the sun revolved around the earth. Earth was the center of the universe. There was conversation between the two disciplines BUT the churches proof text from psalm 104:5 won the day.  “The world is firmly established it cannot be moved” and Ecclesiastes 1:5 “The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises” he was tried and spent the rest of his life under house arrest.  His works banned.  More damage was done to Christianity by this dialogue than to science.  Christianity would have done well to have revised its views and claimed a less literal interpretation of the scriptures.  

300 years later the Pope came out with a declaration that it was wrong in its treatment of Galileo

Both science and religion have to make revisions with their views because of new discoveries.  History instructs us to do so.  

4.  Integration of the two worlds is where I find myself.

Evolution is not a religion 

Rather it is a scientific theory of nature

Darwin said of his theory of evolution “ There is grandeur in this view of life; with its several powers having been originally breathed by the Creator.”  

Some reject all 4 options and for a 5th option say we have outgrown our need for a God with all the scientific discoveries. There is no longer a need for a God.  

This is naming science as god. 

Science is not be able to answer the why questions of life.  Science answers HOW questions.  Science discovers How the earth is put together but not for what purpose, and why are we here  

Scientist discovered penicillin/ we say discovered because the knowledge and substance has always existed Humans have just now DISCOVERED penicillin.  

Science did not create penicillin/.

Science and religion ask different questions and have different methods to reach their answers.

Science HOW Religion WHY, the meaning and purpose

Even to say that I believe in god because of some scientific evidence will not in and of itself fill the void in my heart.  I need to experience a relationship of myself to God.  Science does not go into my void.  I can awe at the 

Discoveries of God’s creation but my soul cries out to be in relationship with the divine.  The black poet James Johnson wrote a sermon titled Creation

“And God stepped out on space, and God looked around and said, “I’m lonely I’ll make me a world”
His poem continues with God creation sun, stars, water, mountains, fish, and animals.  Than the poet writes: 

“God looked on His world with all its living things, 

And God said, “I’m lonely still”.  

Then God sat down on the side of a hill where He could think; by a deep, wide river He sat down; with his head in His hands, God thought and thought, till he thought,

“I’ll make me a man”

We the people of God’s creation are made to be in relationship with God.  Uniquely wired to be in relationship with God.  Walk, talk, dance, and sing with God. 

Now I suggest to you that this God is an intelligent designer who craves our company.  God is more than a watchmaker who completes the task and walks away. 

So much is God’s craving for our company that God sent his very being into the world to save us for this end?  

To integrate these two worlds: 

Both the scientist and the theologian need to live in humility of knowledge.  We do not know everything

Both share a history of discovery.  

The theologian discovers purpose and meaning. Religion’   methodology is  revelation and prayer, meditation, activities of worship and faith proclamations.   

The scientist collects data and looks for the variations and similarities the connective points.  Theories and proofs are the world of the scientist.  

Looking through the telescope Galileo said 

“Religion tell us how to go to heaven

Science tells us how heaven goes”

I would vote with Galileo that the 2 worlds need to be integrated.  

Science unchecked can become immoral

Religion unchecked can become superstition.  In fact, religion did become more superstition than faith in the dark ages.  These were also the ages when science was disallowed.  

May the two worlds integrate/ they need one another

Darwin’s evolution provides a method to study the universe in its physical realm 

The method does not study the spiritual realm

I come to my microscope, telescope, and even by binoculars with a presumption that God was and still is involved with that which I see.  My God exited before the sun, and stars, the earth and before time itself.  Curious point:  Heaven will not have clocks/ any time 

“In the beginning God”

I saw the great Bald Eagles Monday 

I look in my binoculars and am in awe of the eagles as God’s mighty handy work.  A scientist looks and sees aerodynamics. The eagles wings are viewed taking command of the wind.  The scientist sees how the eagle has adapted to its environment.   The scientist studies and builds an airplane.  

Eagles are created to soar and to fish

I am created to love and be loved by my creator, other human creatures.  I am to worship and serve God

Let the scientist and the theologian live in humility and harmony 

Einstein said Science without religion is lame

Religion without Science is blind.

Science purifies religion of its superstitions and 

Religion purifies science of its idolatry.

