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Since Wednesday, Pastor Rich and Professor Milligan have been in California as guests of the Templeton Foundation, which has financed our Tuesday evening programs on Science in Congregations.  This morning, I am pinch-hitting, and in keeping with the same theme, asking you to meditate with me on (1) Evolution (as understood by modern science) and (2) Faith (as understood by modern theology) – and the relationship between the two – getting head and heart together. The language of science is literal prose; the language of faith is wonder and praise – often poetry in the Old Testament and parable in the New Testament.     “Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing” (Matthew 13:34).  
I
From our reading in Genesis this morning, please note where God says: Let us create humans in our image.  I am not suggesting that the scientific picture of evolution was foretold by the poet-priest who wrote Genesis 1 (about 500 BCE).  But, he seems to have intuitively recognized our kinship with the biological world when he describes God as saying, “Let us create humans in our image, after our likeness.”  Who is present to hear and respond to these words?  Who are the “us” and the “our?”  On that same sixth day, in the immediately preceding sentences, God is said to have created - the animals. 
The only “others” in the story are the animals.  The poetic story in Genesis and the prose story told by scientists are both our story.  We are a joint project of God and the animals already created and living.   The priestly-poet (who wrote Genesis 1) did not get all the details right, as judged by modern science [He assumes (1) a flat earth with a “dome” as sky, and waters above, and (2) earth created before the sun.]  But he observed his world and organized his thoughts admirably.  And, he tells us something science does not – that God judged it to be Good.  
“Evolution” is the grand saga of our origin and ancestry.  And, to know that story is an adventure in self-under-standing.  Think of an orange.  From the outside there is the color, the size, shape, texture, and the somewhat bitter skin.  The secret sweetness is on the inside.   And so it is with science and faith.
Science looks at the world from the outside – astronomy, physics, geology, paleontology, archaeology, anthropology, and biology.  Science finds things that we can see, weigh, measure, and place in a time line.  But, the secret of human life is faith, and that must be understood from the inside.  Faith means trusting in the hopes of the heart that God saw that it was good. This is the major theme of the priestly-poet, repeated at the end of each “day,” each stanza.  It is the title line and the summary statement of Genesis 1. 

The facts of evolution, the view from outside (and which can be seen in any natural history museum) consists of two parts: (1) Cosmic Evolution (from the Big Bang bursting and blossoming into the starry heavens, to this circling and whirling and spinning planet, to the drift of continents and the upheavals of volcanoes and geological layers of upended and buried rock); and,
(2)  Biological Evolution (beginning with amino acids and proteins awash in primordial oceans, to fossils of bacteria and amoeba, to multi-celled organisms (like fungus and Jelly Fish), to crawling insects and creeping primates, and fish and birds and dinosaurs, to mammals (like dogs and horses) and then apes and eventually…to us.   The human genetic code or DNA is said (by those who count such things) to be 98% identical with that of chimpanzees.  Wow!  That remaining 2% is important.  I’ve never heard of chimpanzees standing together and singing, “Love Divine all Love Excelling,” or “This is the Feast of Victory.”  Three cheers for the 2%.  But, sometimes the other 98% causes us to make a monkey of ourselves.
II
Those are the apparent facts; we turn now to the theory.  Coincidentally, this is Super-Bowl Sunday, when we commemorate and celebrate, in a non-lethal way, the contest and competition, for life and land, in which we humans came out on top – the Super-Species, qualifying us as image of God, with dominion; or, as the Psalmist says, “a little less than God,” crowned with glory and honor.  
The theory of evolution – that is, explaining why things happened as they did – is usually summarized by scientists as “the survival of the fittest” – as though we humans were a team in the Super Bowl of earthly life, competing against the caterpillars and roaches, humming-birds and eagles, fish and dolphins, wolves and lions, chimps and (incidentally and unfortunately) one another.  And, from the outside it certainly looks that way.  But, there are many variations and refinements of the theory.  And while some are coldly atheistic, others are deeply religious and warmly spiritual.  
When we survey the scientific picture, and put it on a chart, we see a jagged but definite line ascending through time, a trajectory rising from one-celled plants and animals, to trees and birds, to dogs and humans, and following the maxim that “increased complexity of the organism is accompanied by increased consciousness.”  
Thus an insect is more complex than an amoeba, and it is more conscious; a rat is more complex than an insect, and more conscious; and a chimp is more complex than a rat, and more conscious; and we (especially because of our larger brains) are more complex than a chimp, and we are more conscious of our world (aware and able to plan).  It is this intelligence, not muscle, which gives us the power of dominion, the privilege of imaging God – though certainly not of being God. 
Scientists are certainly right in saying that the outer and see-able form of evolution is the struggle for survival.  But faith responds that the inner, un-seeable [but feel-able] desire is to be good – to love one another and to love God’s world.  It is a hope sometimes radiant and sometimes smothered by our animal drives – our lust, greed, anger, and hardness of heart.  Paul writes: “Creation waits with eager longing for the fulfillment of the children of God” (Romans 8:19).  Or, as J.B. Phillips translated it, “The whole creation is standing on tiptoe, waiting the wonderful sight of the children of God coming into their own."  Creation is waiting for us to fulfill our destiny. 
III
FROM A SUPERBOWL TO A BOWL OF SOUP – (I love the play on words – indebted to Leigh Ann).  In a thoughtful book, Robert Wright, author of The Moral Animal [Richard Dawkins, The Selfish Gene,] works with the traditional phrase, “The survival of the fittest.”  Turns out that the fittest are those who share.  [In Bible “share” appears more than fifty times.]  Survival is the reward of those species whose members reach outward toward widening community.  This is the hidden program within us that directs that ascending line upward – the simple commandment to love one another.  If increased complexity leads to increased conscious, it also follows that increased consciousness leads to increased responsibility.  The fittest are those who share.  Even bees in a hive and wolves in a pack feel some responsibility for one another, to bear one another’s burdens.  It seems that only humans have the difficult calling to love their enemies – to create ever-widening community, the Kingdom of God on Earth (for which we pray). 
FAITH is trust in the hope that in all things God works for good with those who love the world that God pronounced good (Romans 8:24,28; Hebrews 1:11).  Ephesians 1:10 says that God’s “plan for the fullness of time is to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”  That is a promising hope, a haunting hope, a “holy hope.”  Not childish images about the gates of heaven or the temperature of hell, but about the promise to bring to a healthy completion what today may be unhealthy and incomplete, to unite all things in God, things in heaven and things on earth.  And the road to the Divine Community is called “Sharing” – if only a bowl of soup.   
And now, may that fulfillment come to you, as you share.  Be nourished by the bread of life – in your daily bread and in our communion bread.   And be united with the true vine – and drink our communion wine.  Take, taste – eat and drink – and share.  
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