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DARWIN will share the praise with the Almighty at Sandringham today, when the local Uniting Church becomes the only Victorian church, and one of eight in Australia, to join the international Evolution Weekend.

Minister Eileen Ray said the reason was to show that faith and science should not be in conflict. ''People of faith don't need to leave common sense at the door when they come to church,'' she said.

Ms Ray, whose first degree was in science, said she would hold a normal church service ''celebrating the fact that evolution, Darwin and the biblical accounts are in no way incompatible''.

More than 850 congregations in 12 countries, but mostly the United States, are taking part and 870 scientists from 29 countries have joined as consultants, according to Evolution Weekend founder and biology professor Michael Zimmerman of Butler University, Indiana.

He said religious leaders around the world were demonstrating that people could accept all that modern science has learned while retaining their faith.

''Evolution Weekend shows that the disagreement is actually not between religious leaders and scientists but rather between those who believe that their particular religious views should be incorporated into the science curriculum and clergy who recognise the diversity of different faith traditions,'' he said.

At Sandringham today, every aspect of the service will focus on both evolution and creation (not as in creation science, but the idea that God guided evolution).

''I'm not at all into that right-wing rubbish that says you have to believe every text, every whisker, because there's more to life than that,'' Ms Ray said.

